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NINTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 


OF THE 


CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 


To the Honorable, the City Council of the City of Cambridge :— 


GENTLEMEN :—The Board of Park Commissioners has the honor to 
submit herewith its ninth annual report for the year ending November 
30, 1901, and also the eighth annual report of the General Superintendent 
of Parks, as required by Section 4 of the Ordinance establishing a Park 
Department. 


WORK ACCOMPLISHED IN 1901. 


During the year 1901 there has been spent and charged to Construc- 
tion the sum of $136,270.29, as follows :— 


Filling Esplanade, Section C . ; . $46,437 21 
Riverside Press, in settlement of aieabs for land taben . 85,000 00 
Cambridge Electric Light Co., in settlement of damages for 

land taken . ; A : - 25,000 00 
General accounts, office Sivensen! hnteery: ote ; ; - 18,973 65 
Road and beach, east of BoylstonStreet . . . . . 5,662 84 
Cambridge Field, Cinder track ; : PS RLSM Ri : : 2,281 55 
Hastings Square . ‘ ) i ; \ , , J 1,739 46 
Bath House, Captain’s pad. . ; : ain te atta 1,175 58 

pen! B18G 270. 25 


The foregoing shows in brief what has been done during the year. 
By the takings of the ownership on the river of the Electric Light 
Company and Riverside Press, the City has acquired the entire river front 
from Gerry’s Landing to Craigie Bridge, excepting only the property 
between West Boston Bridge and the East Cambridge Embankment, con- 
sisting of a strip about 1,200 feet long. 
| Inasmuch as the City has already taken so large a portion of the river 
front between West Boston and Craigie Bridges, it is probably only a 
question of time before it must acquire the rest in order to carry out a 
continuous, harmonious scheme of shore ownership. It is probably true 
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that it will cost the City less to take it now than at any time in the future}, 
but whether the City is ready to do so may be a question. 

The Commissioners are not at present prepared to make any recom- 
mendation of a taking for the reason that it seems to them wiser to use} 
the money at their disposal in continuing the driveway to Brookline Street 
in order to open up the territory newly filled this last year. 

The settlements with the Cambridge Electric Light Company and the| : 
Riverside Press were the culmination of long protracted negotiations 
covering several years time. The Commissioners believe that the prices. 
paid by the City were on the whole satisfactory especially taking into. 
consideration the fact that by the terms of the settlements the use of the 
river for commercial purposes by these two concerns was eliminated. 

It is a fact that by virtue of the City’s ownership of the river bank 
from West Boston Bridge to Gerry’s Landing, there is no longer any use 
of the river for commercial purposes so far as Cambridge is concerned ; 
indeed the only concerns on the Boston side of the river as far as Watertown 
dam which have any right to use the river are the Brookline Gas Company 
at River Street, the Abattoir at Brighton, and a lumber concern near Cottage 
Farm and only an infrequent use is made by either. 

These facts will undoubtedly have considerable weight with the 
Commissioners recently appointed by the Governor under the provisions 
of Chapter 105 of the Resolves of 1901 to consider and report as to the 
desirability and feasibility of a dam across the river near Craigie Bridge. 

The matter of the proposed dam is one which is of particular interest 
to Cambridge. When the question came up before the Legislature in 
1898 as to the location of a dam at St. Mary’s Street in Brookline, it was 
favored by everyone. The reasons which influenced them will apply 
equally to the proposed location at Craigie Bridge, provided, of course, 
that the property interests on Broad Canal are properly cared for by the 
erection and maintenance of proper locks in the dam and by making 
provision for any necessary dredging by the State of the canal and of the 
channel leading to it, if it shall be found that the dam has any tendency 
to cause a shoaling so as to prevent the passage of deep laden vessels. 
That all Cambridge would be beautified by a constant level of water in 
the river needs in proof but a visit to any part of the river bank at high 
tide. 

The demand for increased bathing facilities at Captain’s Island forced| 
the Commissioners to construct another temporary bath house. The 
number of bathers in the aggregate was less during the summer of 1901 
than in 1900. This is due partly to the fact that the cool weather came 
on earlier during the last summer and partly because the water was not 
very clean or inviting at any time through the summer, owing to the fact 
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“hat the hydraulic dredging below Brookline Bridge fouled the water by 
| stirring up the mud at the bottom and the tides carried it up to the beach 
vjand deposited much of it on or at the foot of the beach. This will not 
“happen again in all probability. 
1 The City government has during the year referred to us suggestions 
-|for a bathing beach at East Cambridge Embankment as also at or near the 
“site of Richardson & Bacon’s Coal Wharf near the foot of Holyoke Street. 
| The Commissioners have not been able to recommend the adoption of 
‘either suggestion. No plan for the construction of a beach at the Embank- 
{ment can be considered until the question as to the construction of a dam 
* at Craigie Bridge is decided. One kind of construction cannot properly 
dee made to answer under both conditions. 
t A bathing beach at or near Richardson & Bacon’s Coal Wharf is an 
* impossibility without a further taking of land, and this is true of any 
‘point between Boylston Street and Western Avenue. A safe bathing 
‘beach requires a set-back of three hundred feet and the bath houses forty 
| feet more, or three hundred forty feet in all. The park roads, walks, 
* planting and tree spaces require ninety feet of set-back. The total width 
is then four hundred thirty feet. The City has taken a width of three 
* hundred feet, showing a deficiency of one hundred thirty feet. Besides 
‘ this the Commissioners would not favor a bathing beach adjacent to the 
’ river road and private property without a distance of at least two hundred 
' twenty-five feet separating them. The result is that an additional taking 
of three hundred fifty-five feet would be required, necessitating the disuse 
of Dyke Street or DeWolf Street or both, the removal of many buildings 
of good character and the acquirement of considerable valuable land. 
The cost of acquirement and construction would be prohibitive. In addi- 
) tion the river road would have to be deflected from the river and from its 
natural continuation, and this from an artistic standpoint would be very 
: 


wt i a . Cr Se 


objectionable. 

The principal construction work of the year has been in the extension 
of the Esplanade up to Brookline Street Bridge. 
It will be remembered that the Charles River Embankment Company 
| and others completed in 1893 a sea-wall for a distance along the river on 
| both sides of Harvard Bridge of about 3,770 feet and filled in the flats 
back of the wall to the Grand Junction tracks. There was left from the 
end of the sea-wall to the railroad bridge a distance of about 2,550 feet and 
an area of flats and marshes mostly exposed at all except high tides 
of about twenty-five and one-half acres running back to the Grand Junc- 
tion Railroad divided into a number of separate ownerships. After 
considerable delay an agreement was finally entered into by the City and 
the New England Dredging Company for the filling by hydraulic process 
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| 







of the City’s frontage and an agreement by the owners of the flats and by 
the New England Dredging Company for their filling. Work under both} 
contracts was begun in the spring and was finished during the fall. 

This work adds a redeemed area of about fifteen and one-half acres to 
the taxable property of the City, clears up a filthy and unsightly marsh, 
takes an immense amount of visible and invisible flats from the river to 
an extent that even at low tide no flats are now to be seen on the Cam- 
bridge side of the river, clears the bottom of the river of its accumulations 
of ages and furnishes the opportunity for the extension of the Esplanade 
to Brookline Street. | 

The remaining construction work of the year was the beginning in| 
October of the extension of the river beach and driveway from Boylston 
Street down river. Not much has been accomplished in this direction 
except to remove the coal sheds and boathouses on the property and to cut 
down the filled wharves to beach grade using the dirt for grading the) 
driveway. | 


| 





FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


There have been issued to date in payment for park construction, bonds 
to the amount of $1,299,368.44. 





The interest and sinking fund charges thence in 1901 were . ; . . $66,088 33 | 
The cost of maintenance (deducting revenue appropriated) was “ . 22,041 59 | 
Total... , ? : é ; ‘ “ ; ‘ - : . $88,129 92 


The cost per capita was ninety-six cents. Of the tax rate of $16.90) 
for 1901, ninety-two cents thereof is chargeable to park construction and | 
maintenance. | 

In other words if one pays a tax on $10,000.00 of $169.00, $9.20 of 
it is the amount which the park work of the City has cost him in 1901; 
or to put it in another way if the City had no Cambridge Field or Sheltes | 
no East Cambridge Embankment, no Esplanade, no bathing beach, no_ 
river driveways, simply a continuous river frontage of marsh mud with all | 
its accompaniments, his tax rate in 1901 would have been $15.98 instead 
of $16.90. This is not strictly true, however, because no allowance has 
been made for the increase in taxable property caused by the existence of 
the park inprovements. Were it not for these improvements the tax rate 
of 1901 would have been much larger. By these improvements the tax | 
rate has been lessened. The parks should not be charged with the whole 
cost of construction and maintenance because by them have valuations | | 
been increased and the tax rate therefore reduced. 

A fair illustration of the above is shown by a comparison of valuations 
of the property abutting on Cambridge Field. Before the territory now 
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eovered by the Field was developed, the adjacent property was valued at 

$936,100. In 1898, after construction of the Field and after valuations 
had an opportunity to settle themselves, the same property was assessed 
for $1,661,600. In 1901 the property was assessed at $1,777,900. These 
assessments were not excessive as has been proved over and over again by 
sales of the property in excess of assessed valuation. 

It is interesting also, to note that the receipts during 1901 from 
taxation of the one completed building on the Esplanade, and the land on 
which it stands, are about sufficient to pay the interest, sinking fund 
charges and maintenance of that part of the Esplanade lying about one 
thousand five hundred feet either side of Massachusetts Avenue. The 
other new buildings were not sufficiently advanced to be assessed during 
1901. 


UNSETTLED CLAIMS. 


The claim of Norcross Brothers against the City for damages of the 
taking of the frontage of their property at the foot of Brookline Street is 
in litigation. The Commissioners to whom the matter was referred have 
awarded them $20,000. It is probable that the award will be accepted 
by the parties. 
The claim of the heirs of Martin Smith for damages for cutting off 
access to their coal wharf on Main Street by filling in of the Esplanade, 
is in suit and is undetermined. 

‘The claims of Ellen M. Dinsmore for the taking of a small piece of 
land on Bath Street, of D. J. O’Brien for the taking of a small piece of 
land near Boylston Street, and of the Riverside Boat Club for the taking 
of their house and land at Section E., are in litigation and unsettled. 

Other than the above all claims have been disposed of. 


WORK OF THE COMING YEAR. 


The Commissioners strongly renew their recommendation of last 
year that the river driveway be extended from its present terminus above 
Harvard Bridge to Brookline Street. It has been determined to carry 
the sea-wall only two hundred eighty feet further up the river, at that 
point reaching a turn in the river; from thence to Brookline Street it is 
proposed to beach the shore and to construct a single driveway in contin- 
‘uation of the present inner driveway. 

It is essential to the early and proper development of the water front 
fe the driveway be carried to Brookline Street ; there is nothing in the 
‘park work so peremptory as this, nothing that will secure such quick 
eae on the outlay. It promises to be the great pleasure driveway 
| 


; 


| 
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circuit of the district by making use of Harvard and Cottage Farm 
Bridges and the two banks of the river. 

The extension of the driveway and beach from Boylston Street 1 
Flagg Street is also earnestly recommended. This can be done with 
comparatively small expenditure and is valuable as affording an outl 
from Boylston Street to the lower part of Ward 4, and properly anti¢ 
pates the march of progress in the development by college interests of th 
property between Mt. Auburn Street and the river. 


SCHOOLHOUSE GROUNDS. 


It may not be entirely understood that several years ago all publ 
grounds were placed in charge of the Park Commissioners including the 
grounds around all schoolhouses, and that such have to be cared for out 0 
the amount annually appropriated to this department for maintenance 
With few exceptions the grounds around our schoolhouses are in a ver 
delapitated condition and have been so ever since the care of them has bee: 
placed in our charge. In making up our estimates at the beginning of ead 
year we have always included an amount to be used for the care of th 
schoolhouse grounds but have never been able to secure it. Until we do} 


secure it we can do nothing. 
TREES. 


The Commissioners have never been able to properly care for 
City’s shade trees because of the insufficiency of the maintenance appro 
priation. There are many tree stumps and dead and dying trees whidi 
should be removed; a great many trees with dead and dying branches 
which are a menace to safety and a great many instances where tree 
should be thinned out or removed to permit proper growth of others ort 
decrease the increased shading of streets and property. In addition the 
ravages of the brown-tail moth and elm-leaf beetle are increasing and wi 
continue to increase unless immediate steps are taken for their remova 
The Commissioners were able to do some work during the spring in exte 
mination of the insects but by no means as much as they desired. 
practical difficulty was met in the failure of private owners to exami 
trees on their property and to remove the pests. Legislation will | 
asked for at the coming session permitting the Commissioners to enter ¢ 
private property and destroy the insects. 


CONNECTIONS WITH STATE RESERVATIONS. 
Cambridge has no ready access to any portion of the State Rese 
tions or Boston Park System. 


Cambridge pays or will pay more towards the cost of the Sté 
Reservation than any other city excepting Boston, in the Metropolitan D 
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trict. Cambridge has spent more money on public reservations than any 

' other city except Boston, in the district, and has spent more money per 
capita than even Boston, yet she is practically the only city or town in the 
district with no access to that to the expense of which she has paid so 
large a part. Cambridge has not asked the State to build any parks or 
public reservations in her limits, neither has the State done so. There is. 
hardly another town or city in the district without a portion at least of a 
State Reservation within its limits; a boulevard connecting Mt. Auburn 
Street with Huron Avenue is all that Cambridge has received. 

We have asked heretofore in vain and very likely now ask in vain, 
nevertheless we propose to continue to ask that we shall:be given access. 
at least to the other reservations. We have asked and again ask for the 
connection between Fresh Pond and the Mystic, between Somerville and 

‘Cambridgeport, between Gerry’s Landing and the Speedway, between 
Brookline Street and St. Mary’s Street. None of these places can be 
reached from any part of Cambridge without circuitous travel, without 
encountering poor roads and other annoyances. It is to be remembered 
also that these same connections will open the beauties of our own Park 
System to residents of other towns. The Charles River is to become the 
great popular pleasure resort of Massachusetts. When the improvement 
of banks of the river is completed, when the water is at a constant level,. 
when the current is moderate instead of swift, when the water is clean 
instead of foul, when the river is shaded by the growth of the trees which 
are being rapidly and systematically planted along its banks, when those 


same trees form a beautiful arched canopy over the narrow winding river, 


when the surface of the water is dotted with pleasure boats of all decrip- 
tions seeking relief from the hot city streets, whatever gratitude may be 


felt or expressed will be due to Cambridge, without whom this would not: 
have been possible. 


THE FUTURE. 
The pressure increases, never decreases. Demands multiply in the 


wrong ratio. Suggestions of additional bathing beaches, additional play 


grounds, new boulevards. a gymnasium for Cambridge Field and other 
lesser matters furnish ample use for money and thought. The Commis- 


sioners fully recognize the desirability of these suggestions and could add 


many more of their own to the list. The Commissioners feel, however, 
that expenditures should lie in the direction of producing the best results. 


_In our judgment it is more important to redeem our river front, increase 


| 
| 


| 


valuations, and lessen the burden of taxes than to provide luxuries. When 
our river development has reached that point when it is practically paid 
for by increased valuations, it will be time to make plans for additional 
pleasure grounds. 
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The Commissioners therefore urge again the continuation of the work 
on the river front, especially from Harvard Bridge to Brookline Street. — 

Of the $500,000 which the Legislature in 1899 authorized the City to 
borrow, $300,000 has been spent. The remaining $200,000 should be 
used towards the completion of the river drive and beach. Probably it 
will not be sufficient to complete the work but it will go a long ways 
towards it. | 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 











PARK LOAN. 
Amount of unused balance of 1900 appropriation reappropriated Dec. | 
6, 1900 é x 2 ; : x 3 : ‘ 4 - “ “ $42,593 18) 
Amount appropriated March 30,1901 . é ; - ; ; : 100,000 00, 
$142,593 18 | 
PARK MAINTENANCE. 
Amount appropriated March 30,1901 5). |. Ne 9 a eo a | 
Amount appropriated June 19, 1901 . : ; ; ; ‘ : : 600 00 
Amount appropriated Oct 31,1901. , ; : ; F 5 ; : 1,450 00 
Revenue from bath houses (above $1,500) : P ; , ; F ‘ 203 85 








$23,753 85 


During the year bills payable from Park Loans have been approved 
by the Board and certified to the Auditor to the total amount of 
$136,270.29, as follows :— | 


PARK LANDS AND.CONSTRUCTION. 
River Parkway, Section A. 








Construction account . y Y ; . v 3 : $473 84 $473 84 
River Parkway, Section B. 
Construction account. é ; ‘ ; : : , 3,954 83 3,954 83 
River Parkway, Section C. 
Construction account . : ; é A : ; : 46,437 21 | 
Land account . : : ; 2 ; ; ; 3 i 1,843 75 
—- 48,280 96 
River Parkway, Section D. 
Construction account . : ; ; ‘ : : : 6,079 93 6,079 93 
River Parkway, Section LH. 
Construction account . ; ! ; Pay : F 452 27 
Land account . ; < , : A : ¢ . : 60,085 00 
——— 60,537 27 
River Parkway, Section F. 
Construction account . ; , “ 5 : ; : 5,727 12 5,727 12 
River Parkway, Section H. 
Construction account . ; ; : ; ‘ ‘ é 821 79 821 79 
Cambridge Field. | 
Congtruchion Beco ty! ties) ei Wish uy eel oe 2,281 55 2,281 55. 


Hastings Square. 
Construction account . 2 HA vA : MMi eh! 1): 1,739 46 1,739 46 
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Vursery. 





Meouseructionaccount . . . . . . .« . $987 78 $987 78: 
Yast Cambridge Embankment. 
‘9 Construction account. . ; : : ‘ ‘ ! 739 62 739 62 
hl tindge Field. 
.| Construction account . : Mele SM UGA Nao 47 25 47 25. 
_Porter Square. 
BP Ss Pe 10 50 10 50. 
Yeneral Account. 
Construction account... , ‘ | : err 3,615 61 3,615 61 
fice Expenses. 
Construction account . A ; ; : ; y ; 972 78 972 78: 
Total amount expended R J , ‘ ‘ $136,270 29. 
Balance unexpended . : : ; ; ’ F 6,322 89 


During the year bills payable from Park Maintenance have been 


pproved by the Board and certified to the Auditor to the total amount of 
323,745.44, as follows :— 


thade trees . ; : : ‘ ; , ; $5,026 87 
wtuver Parkway, ection G : : : { : 4 + 3,713 16 
DE Coe ey ek ie 3,635 92 
Jommons and squares ; : X : : } ) N 3,452 44 


jihe Shelter . : : : ’ ’ ; 3 ; : 2,474 48 

sath houses, Section D ; ; 4 5 ¢ : } : 2,370 32 
4 *ublic grounds . : \ : ‘ : : ; A d 2,053 38 

teneral account . ; ; 2 ; 4 4 K : ‘ 736 06 
pe 282 81 

| Total amount expended ‘ ; : ; , ‘ $23,745 44 





Balance unexpended $8 41 


_ From the above it will be seen that the amount expended during the 
‘ear under Park Loans was divided as follows :— 


| 
/ 
| 
1 


i Jonstruction account 





ANB $74,341 54 
wand account : ¢ : : 61,928 75 
! RT Sl UM tt $136,270 29. 


A detailed classification of the expenditures will be found in the 
¥ eport of the General Superintendent. 
Since the beginning of the work in 1893 there has been expended to. 
late, of money raised under Park and Esplanade Loans, the sum of 
1$1,299,368.44. 
g Lhe division is as follows :— 


River Parkway, Section A. 
. feonstruction account . , : ; : : : . $154,815 05 
Bien RECN GI a Shh el ai ve Oe 1,901 83 


— $156,716 88: 
"liver Parkway, Section B. 
F Construction account. ; p ; : ; Hon 85,167 25 85,167 25: 
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River Parkway, Section C. 
Construction account 
Land account 


River Parkway, Section D. 
Construction account 
Land account 


River Parkway, Section E. 
Construction account 
Land account . ; ‘ ‘ A 3 ? ‘ x 2 


River Parkway, Section F. 
Construction account 
Land account 


River Parkway, Section G. 
Construction account. ‘ : ' : : : 
Land account 


River Parkway, Section H. 
Construction account 

‘Cambridge Field. 
Construction account 
Land account 


East Cambridge Embankment. 
Construction account 
Land account 


Rindge Field. 
Construction account 
Land account 


‘General Account. 
Construction account 


Office Expenses. 
Construction account 


Broadway Park. 
Construction account 


Nursery. 
Construction. account 


Hastings Square. 
Construction account 


Winthrop Square. 
Construction account . 


Washington Elm. 
Construction account 


Porter Square. 
Construction account 


Less Park revenue for 1894 and 1896 merged into land and 
construction accounts . 


$49,300 55 
8,345 64 























$57,646 1 


85,477 86 


95,047 25 
—— 180,525 11 








471 02 

60,110 00 
pas 60,581 

28,056 45 
66,432 36 

cece 94,488 8} 
120,528 21 
85,614 82 





206,143 08 


12,248 28 12,248 2 


126,699 20 
78,884 85 





205,584 0 


87,494 96 


45,231 40 
a eeneeeerten 132,726 36 


8,861 19 
31,461 85 


40,323 05 
38,237 87 38,237 8 
11,681 68 ‘11,681 6 
11,308 65 ‘11,308 6 
5407 80 «B,4BT &t 
2,683 07 2,683 | 
1,866 26 _—‘1,866 2 

466 98 466 98 


10 50 10 5 
$1,303,862 8¢ 


4,494 3 | 





$1,299,368 4 
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REPORT OF THE GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS 


CAMBRIDGE, December 2, 1901. 


To the Board of Park Commissioners of the City of Cambridge :— 


GENTLEMEN :—I have the honor to present my fifth annual report 
General Superintendent of Parks, covering the financial year 1901. 


RIVER PARKWAY. 
SECTION A. 


The maple trees planted in 1900 on either side of both roadways 
Section A have made considerable growth this year necessitating theil 
retying and restaking. 

SECTION B. 


This section has been kept in excellent condition and well lighted 
throughout the year, the expense being charged to the Constructic¢ 
Account. The shrubbery beds have been filled out and the trees retied 
and restaked. 

A portion of either roadway has been treated with a clayey grave 
which was thoroughly mixed with the river gravel, of which the roadway 
were constructed, in order to obtain a binding and more permanenl 
surface. 

SECTION C. 


During the months of December, 1900, and January, 1901, a portiol 
of the park road westerly from Section B was constructed of ashes pt 
chased at twenty-eight cents per cubic yard; 4,534 cubic yards wen 
received costing $1,269.51. a 

In December, 1900, a contract was awarded to Joseph Ross, — 
Boston, for the construction of a pile and timber bulkhead 2,278 feet i | 
length, to be built along the river side of Section C, in order to allowd 
the filling of the section by hydraulic dredging of material from the be 
of Charles River. The contract was completed in April, 1901, at a cog 
of $10,222.88 or $4.46 per lineal foot. A spillway was also construct 
at an additional cost of $63.00. a 

In April, 1901, a contract was awarded to the New England Dredgi 
Company of Boston for the filling of Section C in conjunction with tf 
filling of private lands adjacent to Section C with material to be pumpe 
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from the bed of the river. This contract was completed in October at a 





















cost of $22,980.53. This cost is based on a price of ten cents per square 
foot of flats filled to grade 19 and six cents per square foot of marsh or 
upland filled to grade 19. 

In April a contract was awarded to the New England Dredging 

Company for the filling of an inner earthen bulkhead in connection with 
the filling of adjoining lands. The cost of this bulkhead was $5,534.60. 
Owing to the depth and instability of the mud underlying Section C 
and after the work of filling in had progressed to a considerable extent, 
the timber bulkhead moved out of line and grade in numerous places so 
that it was necessary to reinforce it. This was accomplished by driving 
extra piles along the outer face of the bulkhead and by dumping consider- 
‘able material at the outside foot of the bulkhead. Wooden fences or 
Tenders were also constructed on the land being filled in order to keep the 
filling away from the bulkhead. The cost of this extra work was 
$4,810.30. 
: In the completion of these contracts with the New England Dredging 
Company and the contracts between the New England Dredging Company 
and private owners, 1,116,920 square feet or 25.6 acres of available and 
marketable land has been made from useless and unsightly flats and 
marshes. 


SECTION D. 


| During the months of February, March, April and May, 3,396 cubic 
yards of filling and ashes were received at Section D and used in carrying 
the park road westerly from Magazine Street. This material cost $510.26 
or fifteen cents per cubic yard. 

The chief construction work at Section D this year was the prepara- 
tion of the tree and grass spaces at the top and bottom of the slopes 
surrounding the children’s playground at the northwest corner of Maga- 
zine Street and Charles River Road. American lindens were planted on 
top of the slope and laurel willows at the bottom. 

This playground contains about 20,000 square feet and is intended 
entirely for little children. The proposed construction provides sand 
courts, a wading basin and a large grass playfield. I think it would be 
advisable to complete this construction next year as its completion would 
undoubtedly keep a great many of the smaller children away from the 
bathing beach. 

Owing to the large attendance at the bathing beach during the last 
brook in June and to the limited bath house accommodations, it was found 
necessary to construct a men’s locker house. In July a contract was 
awarded to David F. Burns of Cambridge for the erection of a locker 
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house 40x25 feet with an adjoining laundry shed 25x24 feet. The locke 
house contains 156 lockers 14x14 inches x 3 feet 7 inches, two zinc lined 
shower baths and large suit closet with attendant’s counter attached. Th 
laundry shed provides ample room for a washing machine, a centrifugal 
drying machine and a motor to run the same. These machines have no 
been installed. During the first of the bathing season the suits and towel 
were laundered by a local laundry at a cost of thirty cents per dozen for 
the suits and one cent each for the towels. After the completion of the 
laundry shed the suits were washed by hand by City employees, but on 
account of having no facilities for heating water the towels were sent to 
the laundry. 

It would be advisable to establish a small laundering plant before 
next bathing season so that the suits and towels might be used several 
times in the same day. 

The dredging of material from the bed of the river in the filling of 
Section C, kept the water in a very muddy condition during the bathin 
season and a great deal of mud was deposited on the beach. This made 
the bathing disagreeable at low tide, so it was decided to establish bathing | 
hours, keeping the house open from nine o’clock in the morning to ten 
o’clock at night except one hour and a half before and after low tide. A 
schedule of bathing hours, giving also the time of high tide, was published 5 
and distributed. This system of bathing hours seemed to give as perfect 
satisfaction as was possible with a beach affected by the rise and fall of 
the tide. 

A flag-staff was erected on the Old Magazine Building and a flag was_ 
flown during bathing hours. | 

Two life guards and a police officer were constantly on duty on the i 
beach during bathing hours. Unfortunately one drowning accident 
occurred, but this was undoubtedly not due to any carelessness or negli- | | 
gence on the part of any of the City employees. | 

A new bathing float was constructed and a new life boat pane aaa 

It was estimated that 46,817 bathers used the beach between June 
15th and September 15th. The total receipts from suits, towels and 
lockers amounted to $1,703.85. 

Charles River Road between Magazine and Brookline Streets should 
be resurfaced as early next spring as possible. This road was constructed. 
of aheavy gravel and was never surfaced with any more substantial 
material. There has been an immense amount of driving over this stretch 
of roadway since its completion and it is probable that such traffic will 
increase rather than decrease. The road should be surfaced with six, 
inches of macadam, and the drainage system established. At the same, 
time, it would be advisable to finish the construction of the planting strip 
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on either side of the roadway. The total cost of this work would probably 
be between $7,000 and $8,000. 

Nine and a half dozen bathing suits and twenty dozen towels were 
purchased during the season, making the total equipment on hand six 
hundred eighty-three suits and seven hundred five towels. It is probable 
that this equipment will be sufficient until new bathing house facilities 

_ are constructed, especially if the laundering is done at the beach. 
/ Pleasant Street was extended, in 1900, to Charles River Road and 
_ this year was built with City ashes. 





SECTION E. 


The taking of Section E, which les between River Street and 
, Western Avenue, was approved March 22, 1901, making the Park Reser- 
-yation continuous from West Boston Bridge to Gerry’s Landing. 


SECTION F. 


In May a contract was awarded to William N. Elston for tearing 
down and removing the two wooden boat houses at the foot of Flagg 
Street, which were formerly occupied by the Harvard University crews, 
and about 230 feet of the coal shed occupied by the firm of Richardson & 
Bacon. The contractor retained the material from the buildings and paid 
| the City $237. 
During the summer months the section from Flagg Street to Holyoke 
‘Street was cleaned up, the piles of dirt levelled and the holes filled. 
About 3,600 cubic yards of filling at ten cents per cubic yard were 
received and used in the deep fill just west of Western Avenue. 
In October a contract was awarded to Augustus Bellevue & Co., of 
_ Boston, for tearing down and removing about 1,000 lineal feet of stone 
wall comprising the sea walls at Richardson & Bacon’s, Stickney’s and 
Sargent’s Wharves. The stone was to be delivered part at the end of the 
sea wall on the Esplanade west of Harvard Bridge and the remainder 
outside of the wooden bulkhead at Section C. The contract price for this 
| work was fifty cents per ton. About two-thirds of the work contemplated 
by the contract has been completed and the time of completion extended 
to May 1, 1902. 
In this contract the City excavated back of the walls exposing the 
stones. 
The cutting away of the three wharves, Richardson & Bacon’s, Stick- 
Bey’ s and Sargent’s, to the slope of the proposed beach necessitated a 
aximum cut of fifteen feet. This material was used in filling on top of 
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the wharves and in the canals between the wharves. In Richardson & © 
Bacon’s wharf the excavating was very difficult and costly on account of © 
numerous planks, piles and portions of stone walls found buried in the — 
wharf. The wharf was honeycombed with large piles about fourteen or 
fifteen inches square which were tied and braced in every direction. A 
second sea wall with wing walls all heavily ballasted was discovered about 
ten feet in from the face of wharf. Outside of the wharf there were 
numerous piles firmly bolted and tied together. Most of these have been 
pulled up and removed to Section C for use in the foundation for the 
future sea wall. | 
The canal west of Richardson & Bacon’s has been partially filed 
with City ashes. 


SECTION G. 


The usual care of the roads, walks, grass, shrubbery and trees has | 
required the almost constant employment of four men. | 

On account of the breaking of several large limbs from the Lowell 
willows, considerable extra work was necessary to put the trees in good 
condition. 


SECTION H. 


The work at this section has consisted in grading, sodding and seeding | 
the loam spaces, grading the walk and beach, planting trees and putting 
in the watering system, completing the work commenced last year. | 

A contract for the erection of a six foot iron fence along the northern” : 
boundary of Section H has been awarded to The Van Dorn Iron Works | 
Co. for the sum of $772.85 or $1.45 per lineal foot. This contract has 
not been completed. | 


HASTINGS SQUARE. 


The remodelling of Hastings Square was commenced in May and | 
completed in July. This work involved the removal of the old stone 
post fence which surrounded the Square, throwing the sidewalks into the 
Square, the removal of about twenty trees, the relocation of the walks, the | 
setting of about 578 feet of edgestone, and the construction of grass and 
shrubbery spaces. 

By an order of the City Council approved May 15, the sidewalk 
abutting on Hastings Square were placed under the care and control of 
the Park Commissioners. | 











HELIOTYPE CO., BOSTON. 


EXCAVATION AT SECTION F. 
RICHARDSON & BACON’S WHARR, 1904. ee 
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CAMBRIDGE FIELD. 

















The construction of a third of a mile cinder track on the playfield 
was commenced in April, but, owing to the teamster’s strike the work 
was greatly delayed and not finished until September. It was found 
_ impossible to get cinders at a reasonable price during the strike, so the 
2 work was delayed until better prices prevailed. 

é This construction necessitated considerable regrading of the playfield 
_ and surrounding paths. It will be necessary to put a surfacing of 
_ macadam on the paths where they enter the playfield, to harmonize with 
_ the main walks. 

4 About 28,000 people enjoyed the skating during the skating season 
L of twenty-three days. 





x) 
. PORTER SQUARE. 
The plan of the proposed improvement at Porter Square contem- 


: t plates the enclosing of about an acre of the Square with curbing, laying 
E the same in grass, shrubbery, trees, and a walk, relocating the drink- 


_ ing fountain, flag staff, and weigh scales. 
| ance of Porter Square as at present it is a very unsightly spot. 





The completion of this construction will add greatly to the appear- 


PUBLIC GROUNDS. 


The shrubbery beds at the English High school and Latin school 
grounds required considerable filling out with new shrubs this year. 
| The sub-grading for the remodelling of the Russell school yard was 
accomplished during the months of December and January. In May, 
| 230 cubic yards of loam were placed in the grass spaces and grass seed 
planted. The walks were constructed and surfaced with gravel. 
t Very little work will be required to complete this construction on 
the Larch Street side of the school. 

The construction of the grounds of the Wellington and Felton schools 
which was begun last year was completed early this year. 
There is a great deal of work to be done on the schoolhouse grounds 
which is recognized as almost imperative, but until a special appropria- 
‘tion is made for such work, very little can be accomplished. 
The remodelling of the Public Library grounds was commenced and 
“about half completed in 1897, but owing to the lack of appropriations 
» nothing towards its completion has been done since. 
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EAST CAMBRIDGE EMBANKMENT. 


One thousand four hundred forty-eight double loads of filling were 
received at the East Cambridge Embankment, and were used in filling up 
the two large holes in which stagnant water had accumulated. This 
material was delivered free of cost. 

Men were employed during August and September levelling a portion 
of the Embankment to subgrade. | 


SHADE TREES. 


Owing to the prevalence of several tree and shrub destroying pests 
known as the Gypsy Moth, the Brown Tail Moth and the Elm-leaf Beetle, | 
it was necessary to do considerable extra work on the shade trees this 
year in the extermination of these pests. During the month of February | 
a large force of men was employed cutting the nests of the Brown Tail 
Moth from the trees. These nests contained on an average between two 
and three hundred caterpillars. Circulars were issued requesting property | 
owners to clean their trees of the nests, and in many cases excellent work 
was done by individuals. There were quite a number of persons, however, 
who did nothing whatever towards the extermination of the pest, so the 
work of the City was of little or no avail. The result of this lack of 
co-operation between the City and private owners, was that the City was | 
overrun with caterpillars during the Spring and early Summer months 
and later with the moths. In many instances persons were seriously | 
afflicted with a kind of rash or poisonous eruption caused undoubtedly by 
the small hairs which the caterpillars shed. 

The Maintenance Appropriations the last few years have not been | 
sufficient to enable the department to undertake a systematic treatment 
of our street trees. The men whom it has been possible to employ have. 
not been able to do even enough to satisfy the requests of individuals for 
trimming, removing, new guards, repairing guards, etc. Some of our 
trees are in a dangerous condition, owing to the dead branches in them) 
but with the usual available appropriation either these trees must be 
neglected or the requests of individual citizens must be denied. a 

The work on the street trees accomplished this year is as follows : — | 


2,684 Wire guards repaired. 
1,093 Trees trimmed. 
490 New wire guards put on. 
164 Trees restaked. 
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101 Trees removed (dead, dying, unsafe, or by petition, including 
several the heads of which had been removed last year) as 
follows : — 


Ulmus Americana . . : : : i 49 
4Esculus hippocastanum . 2 é ; ; Ag 
Acer saccharum . : : : y A 1 
Acer platanoides 

Fraxinus Americana 

Acer dasycarpum 

Acer rubrum 

Tilia Europea. 

Populus candicans . 

Quercus rubra . 

Salix alba 

Tilia Americana 

Ulmus campestris 


Beer row rR Re 


101 


42 Heads of trees removed (work of removing not completed). 
319 Trees planted (including replacing of dead trees) as follows :— 


Acer saccharum : ‘ : ; : . 186 
Ulmus Americana . : i ‘ : : [2 
Fraxinus Americana 7 4 ; : : 38 
Populus bolleana . : ; : : : 23 

319 


Petitions for the removal of thirty-two trees have been received by 
the Board by which twenty-three trees have been removed. 


During the Winter months the settees from the different sections were 
thoroughly cleaned, repaired and painted. 


The work of the department would be greatly facilitated by the 
securing of a suitable stable and yard, where the tools and implements 
could be stored and where all repair work could be done. With the 
present accommodations it is impossible to concentrate the repair work of 
the department to any advantage. 
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THE YEAR’S EXPENDITURES. 


The expenses of the department for the year are shown in the follow- 
ing summary of the departmental accounts :— 


PARK LOANS. 
(Lands and Construction. ) 
Amount of unused balance of 1900 appropriation reappropriated 





December 6, 1900 . : ; : ; : : ‘ j , $42,593 18 
Amount appropriated March 30, 1901 : ; ‘ : : ; s P 100,000 00 
$142,593 18 
EXPENDED. 
River Parkway, Section A. 
bay t-d aka bet an nn : : ; : t $420 84 
Pay roll . : ; : hs 3 ; » 53 00 
—_—_—- $473 84 
River Parkway, Section B. 
Pay roll . , : : : 7 : ‘ $2,368 01 
Lighting . ‘ ; ‘ : ; : : 1,209 09 
Shrubs. ; , : d : : : 130 31 
Teaming . - , ; , : . : 76 31 
Engineering . 4 ; ’ y : 60 15 
Iron fence on sea path! ‘ ‘ : é 40 30 
Tree poles y ; ; : q : : 26 00 
Hard-wood ashes . h ‘ : , : 19 84 
Cost of law suit. : A A : ‘ 11 72 
Hose for tying trees . ‘ , - 6 00 
Staples for tying trees. ; : ‘ A 2 60 
Repairing garden hydrant . ‘ : . 2 50 
Filling . y ; } : ! ; ‘ 2 00 
ty eee 
River Parkway, Section C, 
Filling flats and marshes . ; : 3 $22,980 53 
Wooden bulkhead : é ; 10,222 88 
Filling inner earthen sulevead’ ; ; 5,534 60 
Reinforcing bulkhead . ‘ A : > 4,810 30 
Ashes ‘ : : ; / , ; : 1,269 51 
Engineering . i 1,050 66 4 
Witness fees in case Rurenode vs. City , 1,025 00 iW 
Commissioners,fees in case Norcross vs. 
GIGY Nir fs ; * i . . 4 813 75 
Payroll . i : : : : S 524 75 
Printing and A apaain i : : , 13 41 i 
Lumber . ‘ , 4 N 4 X 12 09 Pi 
Settlement floats . ; ; , : : 9 25 
Examination of titles . ; ; \ p 5 00 
Stove pipe : Z ‘ ‘ , : ( 4 70 
Hardware y ? ‘ ‘ ; f ' 2 28 
Teaming . : ! » ‘ : : : 2 25 
: —_—_—— $48,280 96 
River Parkway, Section D. 
Pay roll . } ; R ‘ é $2,862 84 
Building men’s locker Aves : d , 1,175 58 








Amounts carried forward . Satine $4,038 42 $52,709 63 $142,593 18 















} PARK DEPARTMENT. 


Amounts brought forward . 
4 Lighting . 
Loam 
Filling 
Ashes 
_ Drainage system 
Engineering 
_ Stakes for engineers 
Shrubs. " : 
Wooden seats. ‘ : 
Teaming. 
Back stop 
Trees : ! 
Miscellaneous Se eiee, 
Signs 
Coal . : 
Turning water off omit on 






River Parkway, Section E. 


Lands 

Engineering : 
Examination of titles : 
Pay roll 

Blacksmithing 


River Parkway, Section F. 


Pay roll ; ; 
Removing stone walls . 
Teaming. 

Filling 

Engineering 

Lighting . 

Lumber 

Tools and Saiwure 
Advertising and printing 
Blowing piles. ; 
Serving notices 

Water rent 







River Parkway, Section H. 


Pay roll 

Watering system . 
Engineering 
Loam 

Sod . 

Trees 

Advertising 
Teaming. 


Cambridge Field. 


Payroll . 
Cinders 

Teaming . 
_ Engineering 


Amounts carried forward 





$4,038 42 


687 97 
312 O1 
282 21 
228 05 
202 67 
“145 24 
68 25 
47 88 
27 00 
15 38 
8 63 

7 00 

3 78 

3 00 

1 44 

1 00 


$60,000 00 
412 74 

85 00 

37 38 

2 15 


$3,364 13 
815 63 
695 06 
407 56 
320 63 

62 28 
27 38 
16 61 
12 12 
3 72 
1 00 
1 00 


$514 99 
104 40 
54 75 
51 75 
48 75 
40 00 
415 

3 00 


$1,226 67 
548 06 
228 18 
157 49 


$2,160 40 


25 


$52,709 63 $142,593 18 


$6,079 93 


$60,537 27 


$5,727 12 


$821 79 





$125,875 74 $142,593 18 


26 CITY OF CAMBRIDGE. 


-Amounts brought forward . 


Lumber 

Stakes for Briere 
Blacksmithing 
Hardware ‘ 
Printing and aay ortising 


‘Hastings Square. 


Pay roll 

Edgestone 
Teaming . 

Shrubs 

Removing fence 
Engineering . 

Sod 

Loam : 
Watering Svateln : 
Drainage system 
Filling 

Hardware 
Printing and Advertininte 


Nursery. 


Pay roll 

Trees 

Tarred nance : 
Coal . 
Hardware 
Lumber 

Tree labels 


Hast Cambridge Embankment. 
Pay roll 
Engineering 
Rindge Field. 
Pay roll 
Lumber 
Teaming . 
Hardware 
Porter Square. 


Engineering 


General Account. 


General Superintendent’s salary 
Landscape Architect’s fees 


Board of horse, carriage hire, etc. 


Car tickets for engineers 
Heliotype cuts for report of 1900 
Rent of store room : : 
Car tickets for office 

Grass seed ‘ 

Tools and hardware 


Amounts carried forward . 


$2,160 40 


78 79 
29 05 
9 21 
3 00 
1 10 


— —___—_ 


$903 51 
271 90 
130 69 
125 70 

99 00 
96 69 
56 25 
21 50 
15 70 
12 26 
3 28 
1 60 
1 38 





$717 33 
257 96 
4 45 

2 88 

2 07 

1 84 

1 25 





$736 25 
3 37 





$39 17 
4 28 

3 00 
80 


$10 50 


$2,000 00 
401 47 
310 70 
175 00 
131 25 
130 00 
100 00 

65 60 
64 52 


$3,378 54 





$125,875 74 $142,593 18 


$2,281 55 


$1,739 46 


$987 78 


$739 62 


$47 25 


$10 50 





{ 
4 
‘ 
f 
\ 





$131,681 90 $142,593 18 

















Amounts brought forward . ; t ‘ 
Printing and binding reports of 1900 


tees of City Council 
Rubber boots . 


Shoeing horse 

Carriage repairs 

Traverse book for Biatiedis 
Bicycle repairs 

Express ; 
Envelopes for acirta : 
Printing and advertising 


Office Expenses. 


Pay roll -. : ‘ ‘ 
Telephone service . 
Stationery 


Printing and paveriiaine 

Postage stamps 

**Pay roll’’ and “Tree Order” books” 
Card index base 

Tree books and eyolopmdias 
Directory , ; 
Express 

Typewriter Ba oalies 

Telegrams 


Total 


Balance unexpended 


Amount appropriated March 30,1901 . 
Amount appropriated June 19, 1901 : 
Amount appropriated Oct. 31, 1901 . 

Revenue from bath houses (above $1,500) 


Shade Trees. 


Pay roll . ‘ ‘ 
Removing Brown Tail Moth nests . 
Teaming . 4 < * ‘ 
Wire and wire netting 

Loam ; , : z é ; 
Tree poles ; : : ; ; : 
Engineering 


Tools and adware 

Sharpening saws 

Special tree guards 

Hose for tying trees ; 
Extension ladders : * 
Repairing damage done by Pipes 
Express . hs i ; : 


Amounts carried forward . 


Entertaining Finance and Park Commit- 


Photographs and photographic materials 


PARK DEPARTMENT. 


$3,378 54 
64 45 


35 80 
32 60 
29 57 
27 00 
22 50 
7 75 
6 50 
4 95 
4 20 
1 75 


$647 50 
112 10 
59 73 
53 00 
39 50 
27 00 
21 00 
8 00 
3 00 
90 

53 

52 


PARK MAINTENANCE. 


$3,496 69 
665 69 
225 69 
222, 50 
169 86 
107 28 

40 25 
38 09 
23 10 
23 10 
5 92 
4 45 
3 25 
1 00 





$3,615 61 


$972 78 


$5,026 87 
$5,026 87 


27 


$131,681 90 $142,593 18 


$136,270 29 


$6,322 89 





$21,500 00 
600 00 
1,450 00 
203 85 


$23,753 85 


$23,753 85 
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Amounts brought forward . s BR - $5,026 87 $23,753 88 
River Parkway, Section G. 
Pay roll . : ; : ; : : ; $2,650 64 
Lighting . " j ; ‘ : . A 845 34 
Engineering . ‘ : 4 : ; ¥ 116 38 
Wood ashes . A ; , ‘ , ; 19 42 
Repairing settees . - , ! i , 16 60 
Teaming . é ‘ : ; : ; ; 14 90 
Loam ; : , ‘ , 10 58 
Lumber for board walk 4 : : ; 8 40 
Repairing ironfence . P ; ; 7 6 50 
Shrubs . ; : A ; : ; ; 6 27 
Blacksmithing : ‘ ; : ; ; 6 25 
Toolsand hardware . ; ; : F 4 55 
Repairing roller . : . : ; é 3 15 
Repairing watering system ‘ ; ‘ 3 08 
Freight on shrubs. : : ; : , 1 10 
— $3,713 16 
Cambridge Field. 
May rolliiiv. ; : : : : : 3 $2,388 34 
Lighting . : : , 1,074 99 
Cap and suits for Bupettutandent . ‘ 39 96 
Wood ashes . ; s ; ; ‘ ; 36 61 
Basket-ball goals . ; : ’ ‘ . 27 94 
Teaming. , , ; é ; ‘ : 16 69 
Repairing settees . : P ‘ : 16 55 
Repairing drinking fontanin ‘ . : 10 05 
Engineering . ‘ : é ’ . 8 75 
Blaokamithing Whol) xe tents eee 6 60 
Shrubs . ‘ ; ; , ; 5 56 
Tools and haciware : : : : ; 2 28 
Lumber . ‘ : : : ‘ : P 1 20 
Express . : ‘ ; : ‘ ' . 40 
wae $3,635 92 
Commons and Squares. 
Payroll . : : ; ¥ : Pp rs $2,546 00 
Lighting . 4 ; ; : ‘ 4 ‘ 420 00 
Teaming . ; : y ; ; , ; 135 13 
Bulbs ‘ ‘ ° A A ‘ ‘ 107 10 
Repairing settees . : 3 f : ; 96 42 
Work on flag staffs. : ; , : 52 77 
Lumber for walks : } : ; ; 20 93 
Bunting and repairing flags . ; : 13 10 
Toolsand hardware . : 4 : > 12 61 
Insurance on settees . ; A ; ; 10 00 
Axle for cannon truck ; “ i ; 9 00 
Repairing rubbish barrels . : , : 8 99 : 
Coal . ‘ ‘ } . Na , 6 80 
Express . i d ‘ A ‘ P 4 60 ; 
Repairs to watering system, etc. ~ : 2 88 : 
Repairing wheelbarrows . H 5 , 2 4 
Engineering . } ; ; ‘ ‘ : 2 00 | 
Manure . 4 * ‘ . : . ; 2 00 a 
—_——_ $3,452 44 


Amounts carried forward . . . $15,828 39 $23,753 











ae 
Amounts brought forward. . 


The Shelter. 


Pay roll ‘ 

Repairing and i ag mataide woodwork 
Coal . A ; ' ‘ 
Telephone service ' ; f A i 
Lighting. 

- Cap and suit for J maltar 

Toilet paper . ‘ : 

_ Launderingtowels . Dae. a atte 

_ Miscellaneous supplies - : ; 
Express . ‘ . : 


Bath Houses, Section D. 


Pay roll . ; 4 ; R 
Laundering suits and feels : ; 
Lighting . % ; ‘ : 4 : 
Bathing suits . 

Tape, buttons, etc. 

Boat. 

New float ; , 
Towels . ; : . “ : 
Canvas cover for raft ; 

Printing . A ‘ 

Rope for life lines . 

Cash registers 

Flag pole. 

Tools and hardware \ L ; 
Running wires for telephone . erm Te 
Telephone service * 

Buoys for life line ; 
Blacksmithing : > : x 

Chain for floats 

Mirror 

Chair 


)Public Grounds. 


Pay roll 

Loam : . 

Engineering . stot 

Herbaceous plants 

Shrubs x : : : : 
Gravel . : : . ; ; ‘ 
Lumber for walks 

Sod . 

Bulbs 

Teaming. 

Ashes 

Manure . 

Express 


Feneral Account. 


Board of horse and use of room 
Toolsand hardware . A : 


ka: 


Amounts carried forward . . . 


. 
if 
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$1,875 99 
290 00 
102 25 

62 85 
62 12 
27 17 
25 50 
15 45 
11 10 
2 05 


$1,497 31 
302 05 
143 83 

97 50 
59 75 
46 69 
40 62 
33 50 
23 50 
22 50 
21 59 
21 40 
17 50 
11 63 
9 40 

7 70 

4 50 

4 25 

2 35 

2 00 

75 


$1,545 39 
172 94 
89 99 
70 00 
68 80 
20 87 
20 77 
18 75 
17 65 
13 50 
7 87 
6 50 
35 


$260 00 
149 37 


$409 37 





$15,828 39 


$2,474 48 


$2,370 32 


$2,053 38 


$22,726 57 


29 


$23,753 85 


$23,753 85 
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Amounts brought FOVDOTE: Sc en tat og $409 37 $22,726 57 = $23,753 
Fence posts . ’ : ‘ : 73 33 
Harness and harness renner 4 S : 55 85 
Garden hose . . : : : ; ‘ 53 00 
Repairing wagon . ‘ A 32 75 
Cleaning ice at Artificial Pond. ra 25 00 
Repairing bicycles etna) le |e eh oe 22 35 
Stove. MD Meat Ae ees 16 54 
Shoeing horse. Ae E 137207 y 
Park ‘ Rules and Regulations ot tes 11 00 | 
Lubricating oil . ; : : ; , 8 50 | 
Repairing lawn mowers . “ 4 : 7 87 ; 
Express . 4 : ; : , 4 7 55 
Repairing reyolree : ; : ‘ : 1 75 
——— $736 06 | 
Rindge Field. | 
DA GLIAE Testi oi ee La ot A Teeta seal $273 79 | 
Repairing settees . F : ; . . 9 02 
— $282 81 
TAS USUL Os eh MWS set Le Mat ieee Mae Eg $23,745 44 
Balance unexpended RU ge RRM tL Hi Se $8 41; 


> 


Respectfully submitted, 


H. E. WHITING. S| 
General Superintendent of Park 


‘a 
; 








































REPORT OF THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 


BRookuinE Mass., December 5, 1901. 


Ur. George Howland Cox, Chairman Cambridge Park Commission, City, 
Hall, Cambridge :— 


DEAR Sir :—We beg to submit below our usual report of our doings, 
m connection with questions of landscape design for your Commission 
during the year ending November 30, 1901. 

During the above period we have had conferences with members of 
your Board and with your Superintendent and Engineer. We have. 
yisited occasionally the various works in progress, and have prepared 
twenty-eight sketches, plans, diagrams and tracings, mainly for portions. 
af Charles River Road and for Hastings Square and Porter Square. 


CHARLES River Roap. 


_ The work of constructing the new Cambridge Bridge across the. 
Charles River at the Main Street end of the Esplanade having been begun, 
nring the year, and the plans for the bridge having rendered impracticable. 
ine execution of our previously designed arrangements for the termination. 
f the Esplanade at Main Street, we have, at your request, prepared a, 
evised plan for this terminus. This plan has been informally approved, 
y the Cambridge Bridge Commission and by their Engineer and Archi- 
ects. The principal features of this plan are :— 
First, the two drives of the Esplanade are made to terminate in a 
aacadamized circle one hundred and fifty feet in diameter at the northeast. 
nd of the level straight part of the Esplanade. 
Second, an outlet to Main Street is provided by means of a short,, 
raight roadway fifty-five feet wide at right angles with Main Street and 
ith its centre line intersecting the centre of the circle and having walks 
fteen feet wide on both sides. 

Third, between the circle and the new incline in Main Street leading 
» to the bridge there is a grass plot with a grove of trees upon it. In. 
he centre of this plot adjoining the circle there is an open grass plot with 
alks on each side of it uniting by a semi-circular curve at the northeast 
: This plot will be a fine site for a sculptured fountain or for a monu-. 
ent. From this point a straight walk is carried on the same axis line. 
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as the ornamental central planting plot of the Esplanade up an incline 
to Main Street. When the grove of trees shall have attained sufficient 
size they will unite to form a single mass of foliage which will form the 
terminus of the view looking northeastward along the Esplanade and will 
form a desirable background to the future monument. By means of thef 
grove of trees the otherwise awkward diagonal intersection and rising 
grade of Main Street with its supporting embankment will be masked and 
thrown into the background. The promenade, extending along the whole} 
length of the sea wall of the Esplanade, is carried level past the circle tc 
the foot of a broad flight of steps which will lead up to a terrace at the 
abutment of the bridge. It is proposed to erect on this terrace an octagonal] 
tourelle which will form a picturesque objective point in the view looking 
northeast along the promenade. This tourelle is one of a pair, the other 
being in a corresponding position on the other end of the bridge abutment, 
A somewhat similar arrangement of walks, steps and terraces and planting 
is proposed for the triangular space on the north side of Main Street! 
between the river wall and a proposed diagonal street from Main Street 
to the bridge carrying First Street over the canal. In this case, however, 
as a matter of convenience, a roadway on a line with First Street is carried 
up from the canal bridge to Main Street near the bridge abutment. | 


line in Section E between River Street and Western Avenue. 
We have prepared construction drawings for the various features 


River Road extending from the completed portion east of Boylston Street 
to Flagg Street. Where some narrow pieces of land north of the regular 


ornamental planting. The gravel beach treatment already executed to ¢ 
point east of the Weld Boat House is to be continued to Flagg Street, easi 
of which point a different treatment will be necessary, owing to the gradual 
narrowing of the available space between the promenade and the Harboi 
Commissioners’ line. It is proposed to havea strip of turf and ornamental 
shrubbery between the promenade and the upper line of the gravel beach 
This planting will be interrupted at intervals by cross walks affording 
access to the beach. The removal of Richardson & Bacon’s coal whari : 
and huge coal sheds which have heretofore obstructed the view down the 
line of the Parkway from Boylston Street, makes it comparatively easy te 
imagine what a great improvement will be effected in this portion 0! 
Cambridge by the completion of the Charles River Road. Already 

sufficient grading has been done to enable one to walk along the line a 
the Parkway from Boylston Street to Stiles Street, about eight hundre¢ 
feet west of Western Avenue. 
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: Hastines SQuARE. 


At the request of the Commission we have prepared a revised plan 
for walks and planting for this Square. Our instructions were that the 
fence on all four sides of the Square was to be removed, that the sidewalks 
“were to be moved back several feet from the street curbing, that there was 
‘to be a border of shrubbery between the sidewalk and the street curbing, 
‘that the walks were to be laid out twelve feet wide but that for some 
‘years a cement concrete strip four feet wide in the middle was as much 
‘cement paving as could be afforded, that as few of the existing trees as 
‘possible were to be destroyed, that short-cutting was to be completely 
provided for, that no architectural features were desired, and that the 
“expenses of improvement were to be kept as low as practicable. It was 
at first thought that if the sidewalks were four feet from the curb there 
would be sufficient space for a border of shrubbery but it was found that 
a larger number of existing trees could be saved by having the sidewalks 
about fifteen feet in from the street curbing, and this increased space has 
‘afforded opportunity for a much handsomer shrubbery border. There are 
wide entrances at each of the four corners, and diagonal curving walks 
near the centre of the Square provide adequately for a large amount of 
‘short-cutting. However designed these diagonal cross-walks would have 
resulted in breaking the interior planting ground of the Square into four 
‘pieces. The peculiar arrangement actually adopted was designed to 
accommodate the four elm trees forming the central feature of the Square. 
In proportion to the size of the Square the walks may perhaps appear to 
be unduly wide. They were designed so partly to provide for the cement 
concrete paving four feet wide along the centre of all walks, and because 
it was thought that the appearance of the strips of hard gravel surface 
would be better if they were made at least four feet wide. Another reason 
for wide walks in a square in the midst of a dense population is that it is 
found in practice that if the walks are not wide the turf edges are much 
more apt to be trodden out. Still another reason for wide walks is to 
provide space for numerous benches where people may sit, especially during 
hot weather. In some of the principal squares in New York the walks 
are now bordered almost continuously by rows of benches which at times 
are fully occupied. This crowded condition is not likely to arise for some 
time in that part of Cambridge but must be anticipated in designing the 
permanent improvement of suchasquare. The most marked characteristic 
of the new design for this Square is the massive border of shrubbery sur- 
rounding it which will afford, for so small a pleasure ground, an uncommon 
degree of seclusion to those sitting upon the benches or walking through 
the Square. 
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CAMBRIDGE FIELD. 


We have prepared a sketch for a cinder running track, three laps to 
the mile, following the edge of the hard gravel playground. | 


| 


PorRTER SQUARE. 


We have prepared, at the request of the Commission, a preliminary | 
plan for an ornamental treatment of the triangular space at the inter- 
section of Somerville Avenue with Massachusetts Avenue which has long) 
been known as Porter Square. In this plan the idea is to restrict the 
traffic on Somerville Avenue to the space occupied by the car tracks and 
to the northward of them, to provide a narrow roadway adjoining the side-| 
walk at the east end of the triangular space, to provide a roadway north} 
of the car tracks in Massachusetts Avenue having the same width as the) 
roadway of the bridge over the railroad, and to enclose the triangular| 
space remaining by curbing and utilize it (except where walks are) 
necessary) for lawn, tree planting, and along the Somerville Avenue side,, 
for masses of ornamental shrubbery. ‘The cross driveway at the east end 
of the triangle is broadened out at its south end sufficiently to afford space | 
for a horse drinking fountain. This fountain may be semi-circular and 
built against a stone slab or small piece of wall on the shady side of which 
there might be a drinking fountain for pedestrians. By slightly altering 
the present line of curbing of the sidewalk at the east side of the triangle, 
a narrow space is provided which can be utilized for shrubbery and vines. 
to grow on the fence needed as a guard-rail on the high retaining wall 
along the railroad cut. It is proposed to replace the present ugly, high 
board fence by an open iron railing fence and to cover the great retaining 
wall with foliage by planting vines at the base. The railroad platform 
below this wall is neatly asphalted but it is quite unnecessarily broad. 
We have suggested that a portion of the asphalt be taken up at the base 
of the wall and a plantation of trees and shrubbery substituted for it. 
When the trees have attained mature size they will afford a most welcome 
shade and relief to the eyes of persons on the railroad platform as well as 
on the sidewalk above the wall. It is proposed to move the flag-stafft 
which now forms the principal feature of the Square, to the west point of 
the triangle where it will fit in properly with the design. The existing 
weighing scales can be moved sufficiently to fit the proposed curbing along 
the north side of the roadway of Massachusetts Avenue. The proposed 
improvements while they will undoubtedly involve considerable expense 
in proportion to the area, are adapted to make an interesting and beautifuk 
spot of what is now a hideous area of useless macadam. 








Respectfully submitted, 
OLMSTED BROTHERS. 









REPORT OF THE CITY ENGINEER 


te cea 


OFFICE oF THE City ENGINEER, 
December 2, 1901. 


Geo. H. Cox, Esq., President Cambridge Park Commission :— 


GE RSet > a rim 


There have been employed on the work connected with the Park 
Department three assistants, two of them during the entire year. 
i But little work of an engineering character has been done on the 
| lower sections of the River Parkway; about 120 feet of curb have been 
pet at the corners of Greenhalge Street with the Esplanade in Section B. 
: In Section C, the most important work has been the filling of the 
Parkway from near the end of the present sea wall opposite the proposed 
extension of Erie Street to the Boston & Albany Branch Railroad, and in 
‘connection therewith the filling of the flats and marshes in the rear owned 
y various private owners. As it is proposed to extend the present sea 
all but a short distance beyond its present terminus and to continue the 
arkway with a beach construction of gravel, it became necessary to 
‘construct a temporary bulkhead along this part of the way, as it was 
| proposed to do the filling by means of an hydraulic dredge. A contract 
was made with Mr. Joseph Ross of Boston, for the construction of the 
bulkhead. Two thousand two hundred seventy-eight lineal feet of bulk- 
head were built. The total cost of the bulkhead with extra work and piling 
was $12,996.71. Asthe bulkhead is located in the place to be occupied 
‘by the beach, when this is constructed the upper part of the bulkhead 
will be cut away and the beach built in front of and over the remaining 
portion. 
} The Parkway here being but a narrow strip between the bulkhead 
as built and the rear line of the Park land, and the adjoining land being 
low, it was necessary to either build another bulkhead on the rear line 
or fill the lands of private owners to a large extent. 
An arrangement was finally made with the owners of said lands by 
which the City was to pay an amount equal to the estimated cost of a 


tien 


j 


ne a oa ee ee o_.. ee 


oe ae - al ——-, —— 


36 CITY OF CAMBRIDGE. 



























bulkhead and dyke on the rear line toward the cost of filling the private 
lands, the owners agreeing to fill the land at the same time and to the | 
same grade as the City lands. 

A contract was made with the New England Dredging Company | 
do all the filling and the contract was completed October 30, 1901. Gy 

Under this contract $18,812.30 have been paid for the filling of City 7 
lands and the sum of $5,534.60 has been paid the same company as the 
estimated cost of the rear bulkhead and dyke, toward the filling of the ; | 


private lands. A | 
By this a very great improvement has been accomplished ; about 


253,460 square feet of the City Park lands have been filled and also about } 
673,645 square feet of private ownership, consisting of marsh and flats | 
have been reclaimed and made ready for future development. | 
There now remains but the short section between the railroad and | 
Brookline Street, about 400 feet in length, to be filled. | 
This Parkway now forms the front boundary of an immense tract, 
containing between Main Street, the Parkway, and the Railroad location, ¥ 
about 7,329,000 square feet, or 168 1-4 acres of land largely unoccupied at 
present, as shown by the accompanying plan of the territory, with the} 
existing and suggested system of streets indicated upon it. It will be 
seen by inspection of the plan what an important part the Parkway forms : 
of this system, and how large a part it must have in the development and} 
sale of the lands. 4 
The construction of the beach and roadway, the crossing of the val 
road by a bridge, and the construction of the Parkway to connect wi a 
Brookline Street are absolutely necessary to complete this part of the : 
work and make the portions already built of the most service. q 
In Section E, between River Street and Western Avenue, surveys 
plans and Pe were made for the taking of a strip of land abou 
75 feet wide and about 1,040 feet long, along the Harbor line, thus makin, 
the connection at this point between the parts of the Parkway alread} 
taken. Seventy-seven thousand one hundred ninety-three square feet 0 
land were taken by action of the City Council approved March 22, 1901 
In Section F, from a point opposite the foot of Dunster Stree 
easterly about 1,800 feet, a considerable amount of the beach and roa 
construction work has been done. j 
The stone sea-walls of the three wharves long known as “ Richardso 
and Bacon’s Wharf” (formerly called the ‘‘ College Wharf”), “ Sargent’ 
Wharf” and “ Stickney’s Wharf” have been largely removed under 
contract made with Augustus Bellevue & Company. Such of this stot 
as is suitable is being placed so as to be used in the proposed extension | 
the sea-wall opposite Putnam Avenue, and the poorer grade of stone 
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being placed in front of the bulkhead near the Boston & Albany Railroad 
where the beach is to be built. 

Loam has been placed and trees set on about 600 feet of Parkway in 
the rear of the Cambridge Hospital grounds. At the Russell School on 
arch Street, and at the new Washington School on Cambridge Street, 


At Hastings Square, lines and grades were set out for an entirely 
‘new arrangement of paths and shrubbery and surface grading. 

At the Cambridge Field a running track of one-third of a mile in 
length was staked out and built during the first part of the season. 


Very respectfully submitted 


L. M. HASTINGS, 
City Engineer. 
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